CASEFILE: The  x
Geography of the
Macabre

Topic: Global Sites of Historical and Narrative Trauma

N Level: B2-C1 (Advanced)

l. Reading Dossier: Echoes of the Departed

The human psyche is often drawn to the macabre, a fascination that transcends mere curiosity and
enters the realm of historical preservation. Across the globe, certain geographic coordinates serve as
silent witnesses to catastrophe, obsession, and the inevitable passage of time. These sites, often
labeled as "haunted," are perhaps better understood as "frozen"—locations where the narrative of
progress was abruptly severed, leaving behind a fleeting glimpse into a past that refuses to stay
buried.

From the sprawling ruins of Pripyat, where time has stood still since the 1986 Chernobyl disaster, to
the labyrinthine catacombs beneath the romantic boulevards of Paris, these environments challenge
our perception of urban space. In Pripyat, the silence of an abandoned amusement park is not merely
the absence of sound, but a heavy, meticulous reminder of a city abandoned in a heartbeat. Similarly,
the Winchester Mystery House in California presents an architectural manifestation of guilt and
paranoia; its oddities—staircases leading to ceilings and doors opening into voids—were designed to
confuse and appease the spirits of those lost to violence.

These locations represent a bridge between the physical and the psychological. Whether it is the
weathered faces of dolls on a Mexican island or the vacant stares of skulls in a Portuguese chapel, we
are reminded that history is not just found in books, but in the very bones of the places we dare to visit.



II. Linguistic Forensics: Vocabulary Box

N Choose the most appropriate word from the box below to complete the sentences in
the next section.

1. Macabre 2. Fleeting 3. Sprawling
4. Labyrinthine 5. Meticulous 6. Oddity
7. Appease 8. Weathered 9. Vacant

Contextual Fit Activity
Place the 9 vocabulary items into this new narrative to test your mastery.

The investigators entered the (a) estate, which covered nearly fifty acres of overgrown
gardens. Inside, the corridors were (b) , making it almost impossible to find the exit without
a map. Every room was decorated with (c) attention to detail, yet there was a certain (d)
quality to the atmosphere—a grim fascination with the afterlife. One particular (e)
in the study was a clock that ran backward, perhaps to (f) the owner's fear of
aging. Through the (g) window, they caught a (h) glimpse of a figure in the
garden, but when they looked again, the space was (i)

N lll. Critical Thinking Analysis (Multiple Choice)

Select the most nuanced answer for each question.

1. What is the primary implication of describing Pripyat as "frozen in time"?
A) The temperature in the city is constantly below freezing.
B) The city was preserved as a museum immediately after the disaster.
C) The suddenness of the evacuation left the environment exactly as it was in 1986.
D) Time has no meaning for the people who still live there.

2. The speaker’s tone when discussing the "Isla de las Muihecas" could best be described
as:

A) Skeptical and dismissive of local legends.
B) Atmospheric and evocative of a supernatural narrative.

C) Scientific and focused on the ecological impact of the dolls.



D) Joyful and encouraging of tourism.

3. In the context of the Winchester Mystery House, what does the phrase "architectural
oddities" suggest?

A) The house was built using the most advanced technology of the time.
B) The design was intentionally illogical and unconventional.
C) The house was very large and expensive to maintain.
D) The architect was inexperienced and made many mistakes.
4. The mention of "six million souls" in the Paris Catacombs is used to:
A) Provide a precise census of the current population of Paris.
B) Emphasize the overwhelming scale of the historical remains.
C) Warn visitors about the dangers of getting lost.
D) Suggest that the catacombs are a site of religious worship.
5. Why does the text describe the Chapel of Bones as "beautiful yet macabre"?
A) Because the chapel is located in a very sunny part of Portugal.
B) Because it combines artistic arrangement with the disturbing reality of death.
C) Because the monks who built it were famous for their beauty.

D) Because the chapel has recently been renovated with modern materials.

V. Answer Key & Rationales
Contextual Fit Activity

(a) Sprawling | (b) Labyrinthine | (¢) Meticulous | (d) Macabre | (e) Oddity | (f) Appease | (g)
Weathered | (h) Fleeting | (i) Vacant

e Rationale for (f): "Appease" is used here to show an attempt to satisfy or reduce a fear.
e Rationale for (h): "Fleeting" fits because the glimpse was very brief and quickly disappeared.

Critical Thinking Analysis

1. C-"Frozen" implies a lack of change or progression from a specific moment.



2. B-The use of words like "chilling," "appease," and "vacant eyes" creates a moody, supernatural
atmosphere.

3. B - Oddities refer to things that deviate from the norm; in architecture, this means the illogical
stairs/doors.

4. B-"Souls" is a weightier, more narrative term than "bodies," emphasizing the human and
historical scale.

5. B -"Macabre" specifically refers to the grim/disturbing nature of death, contrasting with the
"meticulous" decoration.
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